Minutes of the Eight Ash Green Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 11th May 2011 in the Village Hall, Spring Lane, Eight Ash Green  7.30pm
Present

	Councillor

Richard Brown 
	Councillor

Andrew Cook 
	Councillor

Derek Franklin 
	Councillor

Chris Gray 

	Councillor 

Christine Willetts 
	Councillor 

Michael Flynn 
	Councillor

Louise Greenwold
	Councillor

Paul Norton

	Councillor 

Liz Warren
	Len Broadhurst

Locum Clerk
	
	


Prior to the meeting all elected Councillors present signed their acceptance of Office forms.

	778. 
	To elect a Chairman for the ensuing year and for the newly appointed Chairman to sign the declaration of acceptance of office.


	
	Proposed  by Councillor Derek Franklin and

Seconded by Councillor Christine Willetts 

“ That Councillor Chris Gray be elected Chairman for the ensuing year”

All in favour. 

Councillor Gray signed his Acceptance of Office form



	779. 
	To elect a Vice Chairman for the ensuing year and for the newly appointed Vice Chairman to sign the declaration of acceptance of office.


	
	Proposed  by Councillor Chris Gray and 

Seconded by Councillor Liz Warren 

“ That Councillor Andrew Cook  be elected Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year”

All in favour. 

As apologies had been received from Councillor Andrew Cook the Acceptance of Office form is to be signed at the next meeting


	780. 
	To receive apologies and record absences.


	
	Apology received from Councillor Andrew Cook 



	781. 
	To co-opt up to three councillors to the new Parish Council
	
	Proposed  by Councillor Chris Gray and

Seconded by Councillor Richard Brown 

 “That Michael Flynn be co-opted on to the Parish Council”
All in favour. 
Proposed  by Councillor Derek Franklin 

Seconded by Councillor Liz Warren 

 “That Louise Greenwold be co-opted on to the Parish Council”

 All in favour. 

Proposed  by Councillor Christine Willetts 

Seconded by Councillor Chris Gray 

 That Paul Norton be co-opted on to the Parish Council”

 All in favour. 

The three new Councillors signed their acceptance of Office forms

	782. 
	To receive declarations of interest.
	
	No declarations made



	783. 
	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 13th April 2011.


	
	Proposed  by Councillor Liz Warren 

Seconded by Councillor Derek Franklin 

 “That the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 13th April 2011 be confirmed as a true record.”

All in favour. 



	784. 
	To deal with matters arising from those minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the agenda.

	
	Minute 761 Page 250 – Clerk reported still awaiting reply from Essex County Council



	785. 
	In accordance with the adopted code of conduct members of the public are invited to Have your say! The Chairman will ask members of the public to indicate if they wish to speak on any matter appearing on the agenda or any matters not appearing on the agenda.


	
	Mr John Gill-Ross thanked those parishioners who had voted for him in the Borough elections and congratulated Borough Councillor Marcus Harrington wishing him best for his term of office.

He also informed the Council the West Bergholt is under going training for the Speed Watch project.

 Mr Robins complained about the speed limit being ignored on local road especially the B1124.

Clerk to contact the Police.

Following a discussion it was resolved that West Bergholt Councillor Gill-Ross would look into joint training for a Speed Watch team.

	786. 
	To confirm membership to the following organisations;

· Essex Association of Local Councils

·  Colchester Association of Local Councils

·  Rural Community of Essex
  
	
	Proposed  by Councillor Derek Franklin  and 

Seconded by Councillor Michael Flynn 

 “That the Parish Council confirms membership of the following organisations and associations”

· Essex Association of Local Councils

·  Colchester Association of Local Councils

·  Rural Community of Essex

· Essex P3

All in favour

	787. 
	Discussions relating to Councillors Portfolios and membership of Committees including appointing representatives for the following committees and other organisations;

a) Planning Committee

b) Finance and General Purposes

c) Heaths, Greens and Footpath Committee  

d) Highways Committee 

Appoint representatives: 

a) Colchester Association of Local Councils

b) Rural Community of Essex

c) Essex County Council Forum


	
	Proposed  by  Councillor Michael Flynn  and          Seconded by Councillor Richard Brown 

“That Councillor Chris Gray ,Councillor Christine Willetts and Councillor Andrew Cook be elected as the Planning Committee

All in favour. 

Proposed  by Councillor Chris Gray and            Seconded by Councillor Liz Warren 

“That Councillor Andrew Cook and Councillor Paul Norton be elected to the Finance and General Purposes Committee” 

All in favour. 

Proposed  by Councillor Chris Gray  and            Seconded by Councillor Paul Norton 

 “That Councillor Liz Warren,  Councillor Richard Brown, Councillor Michael Flynn and Councillor Louise Greenwold be elected to the Heaths, Greens and Footpath Committee  

All in favour. 

Proposed  by Councillor Christine Willetts and   Seconded by Councillor Liz Warren 

“That  Councillor Richard Brown ,Councillor Derek Franklin and Councillor Paul Norton                                       be elected to the  Highways Committee” 

All in favour. 

Proposed  by    Councillor Richard Brown  and        Seconded by  Councillor Louise Greenwold 

“That Councillor Chris Gray be appointed the Parish representative for the   Colchester Association of Local Councils”

All in favour.     

Resolved “That the appointment of Parish representatives for the   Rural Community Council of Essex and Essex County Council Forum be made at a later date.”



	788. 
	Council Policies 

· To adopt the reviewed Bullying and Harassment Policy

· To adopt the reviewed Complaints Policy 
· To adopt the reviewed Financial Regulations including the risk assessment as an appendix to these regulations.

· To adopt the reviewed Standing Orders.


	
	Proposed  by Councillor Chris Gray 

Seconded by Councillor Christine Willetts 

 That the Parish Council confirms and :

· Adopts the reviewed Bullying and Harassment Policy.

· Adopts the reviewed Complaints Policy

· Adopts the reviewed Financial Regulations including the risk assessment as an appendix to these regulations.

· To adopt the reviewed Standing Orders.

All in favour. 



	789. 
	To review the Action Tracker and the status of existing actions.  The Council will address the actions with red or amber status, as these are the actions requiring additional attention.  Any additional actions that have arisen since the last meeting that does not appear elsewhere on the agenda will also be discussed.


	
	The ‘bus shelter painting was now completed.

It was resolved to look into updating the Action Tracker.

	790. 
	To receive reports from Councillors. 
790(1)Chairman’s Activities since the last meeting.

790(2)Planning 

790(3)Heaths and Greens and Footpaths Committee including:

Highways Committee 


	
	790(1) Chairman Report

1. Website was launched in October 2010

Visitors = we have had over 1,600 visitors on the site

Countries = 21 countries have accessed the site

Pages = 6,700 pages of information have been viewed. Average 4.25 per visit

Forum was very slow to start

We have not experienced a single second of down time on the site over the last 7 months

Now have 28 members but only 6 are actively using the forum.

There have been attempts by spammers to join the forum but i have blocked their ip addresses. (We have an analysis tool which we use to get specific details on the visitor)

Content= content has increased mainly due to the efforts of liz and we will continue to add more information. But need input from the pc and also the villagers.

Next step could be to add advertising for local businesses to obtain some revenue for the parish council

1. Broadband

The parish plan group did a great job on the questionnaire and analysing the data for broadband access speeds in the village. this information has now been given to county broadband and bt for their comments/proposals.

Calc meeting on June 2nd at which BT will indicate what proposals they have (if any) 

2. Youth group

The youth group continues to operate but does need more help. Annual meeting will be held next week.

790(2) Planning. 

110419 – Three bedroom house Huxtables Lane

Permission Granted

110280 –Tow storey home extension White House Farm.

Permission Granted

Application number 110697 Certificate of lawfulness for proposed loft conversion and rear extension. Jas Mau, Halstead Road, Lexden Heath. –Mr J. Laver.

Resolved that the Parish Council had no objections to this application.

Application number 110729 Change of use of former Public House to Dental Practice.

Brick and Tile, Halstead Road, Eight Ash Green Mr and Mrs Mann.

Resolved that the Parish Council had no objections to this application. Concern was however expressed as to area on the plan which appears to include highways land.


	791. 
	To receive reports from the County and Borough Councillors.


	
	Borough Councillor Marcus Harrington      The newly elected Borough Councillor thanked residents for electing him and thank John Gill-Ross for his congratulations and he will take his responsibilities seriously. During his campaigning a number of concerns  came to his attention, these included:

i.  The trouble from vehicles with the Skip Hire Company’s expansion.

ii.  Speeding vehicles – a speed indication sign would be helpful. The joint speed watch training would also help.

iii.  Complains received about footpaths.

iv. Concern was expressed and the state of the field to the rear of the Village Stores.

The Chairman congratulated Borough Councillor Marcus Harrington on being elected and for his report. He also thanked Borough Councillor Dennis Willetts for attending and for his dedicated help for the Parish.


	792. 
	To receive a report from the Community Police Team.
	
	There were no Police representatives present.



	793. 
	Clerks report to the Council.


	
	The Clerk reported that he would be attending a planning training session at Rowan House on the 7th June.

	794. 
	To receive and update on the Colchester Association of Local Councils and Items for information and noting. 
	
	The next meeting of the Colchester Association of Local Councils will be held at Langham Village Hall on 2nd June.

A schedule of items for information and noting was tabled and noted by the Council

	795. 
	Financial report.


	
	Resolved to confirm the Annual Return and authorise the Chairman to sign.

All in favour. 

For details of financial summery see appendix 1 page //


	796. 
	To deal with accounts for payment
	
	


