
	
	Minutes of the Eight Ash Green

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Held at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, Spring Lane, Eight Ash Green on Wednesday 14th April 2010.
	


Present




Councillor Ken Free




Councillor C Gray 




Councillor E Warren 




Councillor C Willetts 




Councillor A Cook 




Councillor D Franklin




Councillor R Brown 




Parish Clerk: Mrs Amy Harness 

Also present six members of the public Police Sergeant M Lee and Colchester Borough Councillors D Willetts and J Tod.

Councillor D Franklin welcomed Councillors and members of the public to the Annual Parish Meeting.

	1. 
	
	To receive apologies. 
	Apologies have been received from Councillor W Ralph.



	2. 
	
	To confirm the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 13th May 2009.
	It was proposed by Councillor A Cook and seconded by Councillor C Gray that it be resolved that the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on the 13th May 2010 be confirmed as a true record.  All in favour.

	3. 
	
	To deal with matters arising from these minutes not dealt with in this agenda.
	There were no matters arising that are not dealt with elsewhere on the agenda.

	4. 
	
	To receive reports from Essex County Police.
	Police Report for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on 14th April 2010

This report has been split into two parts.  Part one refers to Eight Ash Green and part two refers to Fordham Heath. The figures are related to incidents reported to the Police that have been recorded by people calling the 0300 number; they are from the 22nd March 2010 and 22nd March 2009. The figures do not included domestic incidents or neighbour disputes, they consist of information and stats that I believe the parish will be interested in.
EIGHT ASH GREEN
THEFT FROM MOTOR VEHICLE – 6

· 4 of the 6 crimes occurred at the same time in Jan 2010 at the Holiday Inn car park.  There were various methods of entry including smashing windows, removing door locks and items of value were removed. There were no witnesses to the crimes and no suspects have been identified.

· 1 incident in Searle Way when a sat nav was left on display and stolen from what was believed to be an insecure vehicle.

· 1 incident in Halstead Road where hubcaps were removed during an afternoon.

THEFT OTHER - 9

· 4 incidents occured in Abbots lane on separate dates thought the year, including theft of money and mobile phone, these are crimes at business premises.

· 1 incident in Church road where lead was stolen from the roof of the church.

· 4 incidents in Halstead Road on separate dates including theft of parish council signs erected near the footpath, theft of a gas meter box on new house being built, theft from persons at a house party, theft of jewellery from a dwelling not considered a burglary.
DWELLING BURGLARY – 4

· 1 incident at Heathfields where there was a burglary at night, items of value were stolen and car keys taken and vehicle removed.

· 1 incident at Halstead Road where there was a daytime burglary whilst the occupants were out and items of value removed.

· 1 incident at Seven Star Green where entry was gained through an insecure window whilst the occupants away and jewellery was stolen.

· 1 incident in Spring Lane during the daytime whilst occupants were out.  A window was smashed to gain entry.
BURGLARY OTHER – 3

· 1 incident in Foxes lane where cabling was stolen over night

· 2 incidents in Halstead Road where a garage was entered by smashing a window, bike a mower removed. An attempt was also made to get into a container on a farm.
CRIMINAL DAMAGE - 2

· 1 incident in Halstead Road at 11pm summer July 09 where a fence was damaged.

· 1 incident in Eight Ash Green when a youth threw another youths phone in a puddle.

· * There was a arson to a barn also

ASSAULT – 1

· Halstead Road , male punched following a road traffic incident.

ASB NUISANCE INCIDENTS

· 1 incident in Halstead road in Jan 10 where a youth spat at a vehicle.

· 2 incidents in Halstead Road where nuisance vehicles parked causing an obstruction. 

FORDHAM HEATH
THEFT OTHER – 1

· 1 Theft from a farm where batteries were stolen. 

THEFT OF AND THEFT FROM MV there were none

BURGLARY OTHER – 3

· 1 incident in Fordham Heath where someone smashed a window into premises and stole money from pool table.

· 1 incident in Fiddlers Folley where a boiler was stolen from a building.

· 1 incident in Porters Close where a garage was entered by damaging door and paint was thrown around the inside. 

BURGLARY DWELLING

· Fiddlers Foley Aggravated Burglary Dwelling, male with a knife enters premises asking for owed money. 

CRIMINAL DAMAGE - 14

· The majority of these are Fiddlers Folley and involve things such as gas pipes being cut and vehicle damage. Other damage has been caused at Porters Close, Porters Cottages, Huxtables lane and there was the damage to the bus shelter.

ASSAULTS – 3
· 2 incidents in Fiddlers Folley ABH, suspect named but aggrieved did not wish to pursue a complaint, the other was involving a 10 year old boys, common assault.

· 1 Porters Close with assault causing injuries however no further details known as aggrieved was untraceable. 

NUISANCE VEHICLE - 4

· 3 Brick Street nuisance motorbikes on land

· 1 incident in Fiddlers Folley

NUISANCE YOUTH - 9

· 6 incidents in Fiddlers Folley and the other are roads near to the folley i.e. Wood Lane and Porters Cottages.

· In the general the behaviour is seasonal for example snow balls thrown in the winter and general rowdiness.

Pc 2910 Vicky Sanders
Neighbourhood Specialist Officer
Colchester North Neighbourhood Policing Team
Eastern Division

Police Sergeant M Lee informed the meeting that the report that had been circulated by PC V Sanders reports on the incidents that she feels will be of interest to the Parish Council and they are not the official statistics.  For example internet crime has not been included as the Parish Council will not be able to assist with this type of crime.

He continued highlighting the increasing problem with dwelling burglaries within the rural communities and he stressed the need to ensure back doors and windows are kept locked.  There has also being an increase in thefts from garages and sheds.  Police Sergeant M Lee reported that generally there are no major issues within the village at the moment but speeding continues to be an issue with Argents Lane probably suffering the most.

Councillor C Gray asked if the burglaries are generally opportunist?  PS M Lee explained that it is a mix of opportunist and organised crime.  It is felt that the majority is organised crime from Suffolk and the Braintree area and these are people outside of the community.  He reminded the meeting that as we are situated along the A12 corridor it is easier for criminals to get away.

Councillor K Free pointed out that Eight Ash Green is a parish and it is not split into two areas so he would have preferred to see an overall report for the village.  PS M Lee explained that some people like to disassociate themselves from Fiddlers Folley and Porters Close and the reason for splitting the report was to show that not all crime within the village is based within these two areas.

Councillor K Free stated that the figures provided show that there has been very little change over the past three years.

Police Sergeant M Lee explained that generally anti social behaviour has reduced in rural communities and crime has risen by 2% but he personally feels that overall it has reduced.
Councillor E Warren stated that she feels that a lot of minor crimes are not reported and she asked if there is any benefit to reporting all crime no matter how minor it may seem?  Police Sergeant M Lee explained that if the Police are not aware of problems they do not know which areas require attention.  He added that the police can be contacted for all non emergency calls on 0300 333 4444.

Police Sergeant M Lee informed the meeting that there have been problems with cable thefts recently and this is affecting rural communities.

The Council thanked Police Sergeant M Lee for attending the meeting and asked for Police Constable V Sanders to be thanked for her report.



	5. 
	
	To receive reports from County and Borough Councillors.
	Borough Councillor D Willetts informed the meeting that he is one of the Councillors who represent the West Bergholt and Eight Ash Green Ward.  He added that as there is an election approaching he will steer clear of anything political and summarise some of the events of the past year.

The major planning issues throughout the year relate to the Local Development Framework and the Core Policies and the Eight Ash Green Parish defended its village envelope stating that a small amount of infilling needs could be met within the existing envelope.  The other major planning issue related to the proposed Horkesley Park development which Councillor D Willetts strongly opposed as he feels this will have a significant effect on the levels of traffic within the village.  He added that he also opposed the planning application to expand the skip hire site outside of the village, as this too would have an impact on heavy traffic moving through the village.  This application was rejected. 

Borough Councillor D Willetts explained that he reviews every planning application within the parish and visits the sites.  He reminded the meeting that approximately 90% of planning applications are decided by officers and do not make it to the Planning Committee.

Borough Councillor D Willetts reported that we had a problem with the pond in Abbotts Lane and the Environment Agency had to come out with their boats to put more oxygen into the water for the fish.

He reported that the speed limit between the A12 and the Holiday Inn Roundabout has now been reduced to 40mph and the lanes approaching the roundabout have reduced from two lanes to one lane to slow the traffic approaching the village. 

Borough Councillor D Willetts stated that whilst the report from the police still makes for dire reading in places he feels that things have improved.  There are still problems but these are not as severe as they have been in the past.

He reported that although there have been a few problems with the repairs of Street Lights these are being addressed.

Borough Councillor D Willetts reported that it looks as if we have won the battle against the wheelie bins, as they are not being included within Colchester Borough Council’s latest waste consultation.

Borough Councillor D Willetts was thanked for his report.



	6. 
	
	To receive the Chairman’s report from the Parish Council.
	Chairman’s Report to the Annual Parish Meeting

A review of some of the items dealt with over the last year

This will be my last Chairman’s report before standing down and I have enjoyed the last two years.  Perhaps there have been periods of concern, which I think, we could all have done without and although the Council prevailed the episode proved a time consuming distraction.  

Past Members on the Council. 

I would like to thank Katie Guilfoyle-Smith for her work on the Council and I mention with sadness John Fisher, whose death was a blow to his family, the village and the Parish Council.

New Members on the Council.

A welcome addition to the Council has been Cllr. Liz Warren who with her youth and enthusiasm has already proved herself an asset.

Abbotts Lane Pond and Greens 

A thank you to the residents of Abbotts Lane for the satisfactory transformation and the upkeep of the area, a welcome addition to the village. Thanks also to all other village residents who take it upon themselves to keep our ponds greens and verges mowed and tidy. The village ponds were scheduled to be refurbished earlier in the year but unfortunately the heavy snow and rain has delayed this until autumn.

The village sign has deteriorating and will be replaced in the coming year once a contractor has been appointed.

Youth Group 

Last year saw the formation of a village youth group with the help of Richard Brown, Chris Gray, Essex Youth Service and the Essex Association of Boy and Girl Clubs. These are still early days but the prospect is promising. We were involved in three events with the Essex Association of Boys Club and did well considering the size of the group. 

We were grateful for the Wii equipment purchased with a grant from Colchester Borough Homes.

Our future plans are for the formation of a youth football team with the assistance of Robin Cant. We still need support from the Parish Council and urgently need volunteers to assist even if it is just for 2 hours a month. We have obtained our CRB check and others are applied for.      

Sub-committees

The Play Area and Highways were added to the existing Planning, Footpaths, Heaths and Greens Committee’s and are operating successfully. With all Councilors sharing the increase burden of work we do, and with the introductions of the tracker system, we have moved forward and are closing off issues raised. 

Parish Plan Working Group

The hard working Parish Plan group of volunteers have been very active with the questionnaires’ and are on the target to finish on time and within budget. This along with the re-introduction of the Parish Magazine and May Fayre have helped    build on the community spirit which was rekindled by the Village Action Group.

Events: Festival and, May Fayre

The two very successful occasions in last years calendar, The Festival Day and the May Fayre were well attended and we are hoping for the same good weather and attendance equal to the previous events. 

This year the Maypole Dancers will be the turn of the Eight Ash Green Brownie Pack who have stepped in as the Holy Trinity School were unable to provide dancers this year.

Although the Parish Council as an important part of community building supports these events, a special thank you must go to all the individuals and village groups which make them possible. We hope to improve on these events without losing the village aspect, by becoming too commercial. There murmurs of an autumn event, to get residents together before the winter hibernation. 

Village Website

The setting up of a village website has been approved and the work is now in hand, information regarding this will be in the next Parish Magazine. Thanks to Cllr Chris Gray for all his efforts in providing this professional means of communication for the village.   

Continuous work undertaken

We concluded in registering land on village greens. 

We are working with Football and Cricket Club to improve facilities within the village.

We have continued our role commenting on planning applications within the village throughout the year and our input in the Local Development Framework and Core Strategy. 

We have seen an improvement in relations with - School, Police, Residents (Fiddlers Folly in Particular),Scouts, and the numerous other groups in the village.

There will be a chance to meet up with many of the various voluntary groups within the village at the May Fayre and hopefully join up.

We have also been having our say on your behalf and trying to improve problems with potholes, dog bins, speeding, rubbish bins within the village as well as keeping the heaths and greens in good repair, cutting grass verges, ponds, in addition to dealing with residents inquiries.

A huge thank you to hardworking Handyman Geoff Tye for keeping the village tidy. 

Last but definitely not least a big thank you to Amy our hard working Parish Clerk for all her effort and keeping me on the straight and narrow. 


	7. 
	
	To receive a Financial report from the Parish Council.
	Clerk’s Financial Report to the Annual Parish Meeting

During the course of the financial year 2009 – 2010, the Parish Council has continued to bank with Lloyds TSB Ltd at their High Street, Colchester branch.  

Two accounts are maintained.  The deposit account is an interest bearing account and holds the bulk of the Council’s reserves.  The current account is used as a standard cheque account.  

All financial records are held on computer and administered by the Clerk.

To minimise the risk of an inappropriate payment being made, a system exists where the Parish Clerk (as the Responsible Financial Officer) holds the Parish Council’s cheque books.  She is not a signatory to the accounts as recommended by best practice.  The Parish Councillors, who are signatories, cannot access the cheque books except by way of the Clerk.  All payments are authorised by the full Council, in public session and any queries raised are addressed before a payment is made.  Each month, Councillors receive a bank reconciliation provided by the Clerk before bills are approved for payment.

Income during the 2009 – 2010 financial year totalled £34,731.09 whilst expenditure amounted to £32,883.17 this is a difference of £1,847.92.  We have been lucky in that the cost of maintaining the heaths and greens within the parish and the costs incurred in relation to the proposed play area were less than we budgeted for.  However, the cost of the newsletter and legal fees balanced this out.

Taking this into account, the Council holds at this time a working reserve of £18,758.74 with an additional ‘ring fenced’ reserve of £45,000.00.  £40,000.00 of this additional reserve has been painstakingly accumulated over several years, with the specific intention of financing projected expenditure towards a site, and equipment, to provide enhanced off-street play facilities for young people of the village.  This project will be expensive, and additional sources of grant funding are being pursued.  The other £5,000.00 has been earmarked for the provision of a new community website.  The Parish Council are in the process of creating this website and it is hoped to be launched in the Summer. 

A Bank Reconciliation has been prepared and is available for inspection, as are the working copies of Receipts and 
Payments for the past financial year. These documents reflect the actual, unadjusted, position as of 31st March 2010.  



	8. 
	
	To receive a report from Holy Trinity C of E Primary School.
	Councillor D Franklin reported that no report has been received from the school mainly due to the fact that the two head teachers have now left with a replacement joining in September and two teachers are currently on maternity leave.  He added that this is why the school have been unable to join in with the may pole dancing this year. 



	9. 
	
	To receive Residents Questions.
	A request was made to look into the widening of the footpath along the Halstead Road from the Brick and Tile to Foxes Corner.  It was suggested that the widening of these paths could include a split path for pedestrians and cyclists as the path is very narrow and is not adequate at the present time.  It was agreed to contact the Highways department to look into this matter.

A resident raised the issue of the newer skip lorries, which are considerably larger, and carry two skips at a time.  He added that these vehicles are destroying the roads in the village and when they drive along Wood Lane they mount the pavement to get around the corner, which is incredibly dangerous especially as this is very close to the school.  He questioned when was a decision made that allows such large vehicles to operate?  Borough Councillor D Willetts informed the meeting that the European Commission changed the rules and this is why the company can now operate larger vehicles.  It was agreed to write to Colchester Skip Hire to raise the issue with them and to see if they could make any changes.

A resident asked if we could have a Vehicle Activated Sign installed along the Halstead Road as it is really needed to slow the traffic down.  It was explained that the results of the Parish Plan questionnaires back this up and we can use the results to support and application.  It was agreed to make this a future agenda item for discussion.  Mr J Gili-Ross informed the meeting that funding is available from Essex County Council and he would suggest an application is made sooner rather than later as it can take over a year to obtain the funding and the installation of the device.

Members of the public asked what was happening with the infilling of the ditch along the Halstead Road.  The Clerk reported that as the Council is aware there has been some unrest within the village regarding this infilling of a ditch along the Halstead Road.  The Clerk reiterated that the Parish Council have no powers so far as this incident is concerned.  However, she can report that the Environment Agency, Colchester Borough Council and the Highways Department are working together on this issue and they will continue to keep both the residents and the Parish Council informed of any progress.

A resident reported that she had spoken with Colin Teare at the Borough Council and he was not happy with what has happened and he was waiting for the Environment Agency to get back to him.  She added that Colin would be asking for the ditch to be reinstated as the work carried out was not adequate and the piping used should have been concrete and not plastic.

Borough Councillor D Willetts explained that this water course is not described as expedient and as such the Borough Council cannot act until they have the concurrence of the Environment Agency, he added that this authority has not been given to the Borough Council yet so they are unable to enforce anything.

Councillor K Free stated that he felt the Highways Department would also be interested in this as the ditch in question takes the water flow away from Halstead Road which is a road that flood regularly.

Borough Councillor D Willetts suggested the Parish Council also look into checking the ditches along Seven Star Green for flooding.  It was agreed to place the matter of ditches on a future Parish Council agenda.



	10. 
	
	To consider resolutions of which written notice has been received.
	The clerk reported that no written notice of resolutions to be considered had been received. 

	11. 
	
	To confirm the date of the next Parish Meeting.
	It was agreed to hold the next Annual Parish Meeting in April 2011.


Meeting closed at 8.26pm








Signed:
_____________________








Dated:
_____________________

