PAGE  
293

Minutes of the Eight Ash Green Parish Council Meeting held on 14th December 2011 in the Village Hall, Spring Lane, Eight Ash Green at 7.30pm

Present




Councillor C Gray

Councillor A Cook



Councillor P Norton



Councillor R Brown




Councillor E Warren  




Councillor L Greenwold  




Councillor C Willetts



Councillor M Flynn  




Mrs A Harness, Parish Clerk 

Also present two members of the public and Borough Councillors M Harrington and D Willetts.

Councillor C Gray welcomed everybody to the meeting.  
	
	To receive apologies and record absences.
	
	Apologies have been received from Councillor D Franklin who cannot make the meeting and Councillor A Cook who is running late.


	873. 
	To receive declarations of interest.
	
	Councillor E Warren declared a personal interest in planning application number 112283 as she knows the applicant. 

No other Councillor had any interests to declare.  If any interests arise during discussions Councillors will declare these as necessary.



	874. 
	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 9th November 2011.
	
	It was proposed by Councillor E Warren and seconded by Councillor L Greenwold that it be resolved that the minutes of the meeting held on the 9th November 2011 be confirmed as a true record.  All in favour.



	875. 
	To deal with matters arising from those minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the agenda.
	
	Councillor E Warren asked if any further progress had been made with the water leak in Huxtables Lane.  Councillor R Brown informed the meeting that he was still waiting to hear back from Anglian Water.  It was agreed to place this item on the action tracker to monitor the situation and to send a letter to Anglian Water stressing the safety issue of ice on the road when the water freezes.


	876. 
	In accordance with the adopted code of conduct members of the public are invited to Have your say! The Chairman will ask members of the public to indicate if they wish to speak on any matter appearing on the agenda or any matters not appearing on the agenda.
	
	Mr K Winterboune informed the meeting that he reported the leak in Huxtables Lane 12 months ago and when samples were taken there was no fluoride in the water so he was informed it was not a leak that the water board were responsible for.
Borough Councillor D Willetts informed the meeting that maps of the heath show two ponds near this area 50/60 years ago so the water could be coming from here.  This could also provide a means of providing the allotments with a natural water source.

Mr C Fairweather requested copies of the minutes be displayed in the noticeboards.

	877. 
	To review the Action Tracker and the status of existing actions.  The Council will address the actions with red or amber status, as these are the actions requiring additional attention.  Any additional actions that have arisen since the last meeting that does not appear elsewhere on the agenda will also be discussed.
	
	The updated action tracker was noted by the Council and the following issue discussed;  

The Clerk reported that work has not been carried out to clear the Chippetts Lane Pond yet but, Mr Ralph will be carrying this out before the January meeting.


	878. S 
	To receive a report on the public meeting held on 3rd December relating to improving the broadband in the village and discussions on moving the project forward.  This will include discussing financial contribution from the Parish Council.
	
	Councillor A Cook joined the meeting.

Councillor C Gray had circulated a report on the public meeting held on the 3rd December to members prior to the meeting and briefly echoed this whilst explaining the options available to the Parish Council to move the project forward.

Councillor E Warren informed the meeting that whilst she is all for this project she has some reservations about making a decision with the information provided.  She stated that she feels there will be improvements in technology in the next 10 years so feels that the investment option is not the best way forward for the Council.  She feels that County Broadband should be able to give us a fixed cost before we make a decision to agree funding so we know when the loan will be fully repaid as she feels the Parish Council are taking the risk and not County Broadband.  The Parish Council discussed   the information provided and the options available to them.  After discussions it was proposed by Councillor P Norton and seconded by Councillor A Cook that subject to clarification that the loan will be repaid as per the table in clause 8 of the agreement from County Broadband (£3/ User / Month) so the loan will be paid back sooner than the information provided in the email from County Broadband (£1/ User / Month) the Council authorises Councillor C Gray to sign the agreement to proceed with the project.  All in favour.


	879. 
	To continue discussions relating to the proposed new play area.
	
	Councillor A Cook informed the meeting that the deadline for the informal consultation has passed.  All consultees have been contacted explaining the Parish Council will be considering the responses over the winter. 
Councillor A Cook explained that we sent out approximately 50 letters and have received a response from about 50% of these and of this 75% of comments were positive.  He informed the meeting that these comments will need to be reviewed under a part two agenda item possibly at the January meeting.



	880.  
	To discuss the email received from Mr A Grote regarding the installation of posts along Daisy Green to protect the grass from vehicles. 
	
	The Clerk reminded the meeting that an email had been received from Mr Grote requesting permission to install posts on Daisy Green to protect the grass from vehicles.  Councillor C Willetts declared a personal interest as she knows Mr Grote.
The Clerk summarised the points raised regarding this request.

· The Highway Department are very specific about the type of post used and location of the post to the road.

· The Council has refused similar requests in other areas of the village.

· The Parish Council would be responsible for damage caused if a car were to hit a post.

· If cars were to park on the road there would not be enough room for farm machinery to pass.

The Council discussed these points and agreed that whilst it is a very good suggestion with the best of intentions the Parish Council cannot grant permission for the reasons stated above.  It was resolved to write to Mr Grote explaining why the Council cannot grant permission and thanking him for the time he spends taking care of Daisy Green.  All in favour.  



	881. 
	To continue discussions relating to the Jubilee Celebrations.
	
	Councillor D Franklin had sent his apologies to the meeting so this item was deferred.  


	882. 
	To receive reports from Councillors.

1.1 Chairman’s Activities since the last meeting.

11.2
Planning (112066 Cartref, Wood Lane, Extension and alterations.)

11.3
Heaths, Greens, Footpaths and Highways Committee. 
	
	Chairman’s Actions

Councillor C Gray reported that he had attended the broadband meeting, the budget meeting and continued to update the website.
Planning

112066 – Rear extension and alterations, Cartref, Wood Lane.  It was resolved that there are no objections to this planning application.  All in favour.
112283 – First floor extension, 2 Abbotts Cottages, Abbotts Lane.  It was resolved that there are no objections to this planning application.  All in favour with the exception of Councillor E Warren who abstained from voting as she knows the applicant.
Heaths, Greens, Footpaths & Highways 

The clerk read the quote received from B&S Maintenance to repair the double bench by the Cricket Pavilion.  It was proposed by Councillor A Cook and seconded by Councillor E Warren to accept the quote for £354.00.  All in favour.
Councillor L Greenwold reported the Brick Street road sign is missing and Councillor R Brown reported that the missing sign for Seven Star Green is being kept safe at The Cricketers.  Councillor R Brown also reported a hedge blocking the footpath along the Halstead Road.


	883. 
	To receive reports from the County and Borough Councillors.
	
	Borough Councillor M Harrington reported how he had been horrified to hear that the current administration at Colchester Borough Council were considering selling off the Town Hall until Borough Councillor D Willets moved an amendment to this motion which was accepted.  

Borough Councillor M Harrington wished everybody a happy Christmas and a prosperous new year.

Borough Councillor D Willetts reported that the Parish Plan Group were considering preparing a monitoring statement to report on the progress made since the Parish Plan was finished as this would let people know what has happened and how projects have moved forward as well as explaining issues that were slowing projects down.  The Parish Council agreed the group should proceed with this stating it is an excellent idea.
Borough Councillor D Willetts informed the meeting that the Holiday Inn have an option to purchase some land near to the Hotel which would serve as a natural extension to the hotel.  He explained that informally he had been asked should the option change hands would development meet with hostility as the land is outside of the village envelope,
Councillor A Cook stated that the original Parish Plan survey results indicate additional development in this part of the village is not wanted.  Councillor P Norton added that if development leads to increased traffic on the already very busy road it should not go ahead as the road would not be able to cope.
The Council thanked Borough Councillors M Harrington and D Willetts for their reports.



	884. n
	To receive a report from the Community Police Team.
	
	There were no members of the police present and no report had been received.  The Clerk suggested removing this item from the agenda in the future and asking members of the Police to give their report under the “have your say” agenda item.  Resolved to action this.


	885.  
	Clerks report to the Council, including receiving a schedule of items of interest for information and discussions relating to working from home expenses.
	
	The Clerk circulated a list of information for noting to members.  The Clerk will seek clarification on the time and location of the free planning training and circulate this information.
The Clerk reminded the Council that she has the documents relating to the Waste Development Consultation.  The deadline for this consultation is 19th January 2012 and as this could affect the neighbouring parish of Stanway the Council should consider responding.  It was agreed to place this on the January meeting so our response can be agreed.
The Clerk informed the Council that as requested she had gathered some information from other clerks regarding working from home expenses.  The budget meeting discussed this and have made a recommendation for the upcoming financial year.
The Clerk reminded the Council that she would be on leave over the festive period so she would need to issue the minutes from tonight’s meeting and the January agenda next week.  With this in mind could all Councillors let the Clerk know as soon as possible any items needing to be placed on the agenda.

The Clerk wished everyone at the meeting a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.


	886. 
	To discuss the draft budget and recommendations made by the Finance Working Group.
	
	Councillor P Norton referred members to the notes of the Finance Working Group’s meeting, the draft budget and the printed powerpoint presentation.  The Parish Council considered the documents and resolved to adopt the reviews of internal control regarding the Council’s procedures and effectiveness of the internal auditor.  All in favour.
The Council considered the recommendations of the Finance Working Group and it was proposed by Councillor L Greenwold and seconded by Councillor C Gray to approve the draft budget for the upcoming financial year.  All in favour.  The Finance Working Group were thanked for their work on this item.



	887. 
	To deal with accounts for payment and financial report.
	
	The Clerk circulated a financial report and list of accounts for payment.

The Council considered the reports and it was proposed by Councillor E Warren and seconded by Councillor R Brown that the following accounts be approved for payment.  All in favour.
· J A Everitt – Grass Cutting - £1,790.00

· Eight Ash Green Village Hall – Hall Hire - £122.00

· G Tye – Wages - £165.80

· A Harness – Wages - £562.65
The Clerk explained that there had been difficulty in transferring the funds last month as the signatories had not been updated on the savings account.  As the council is receiving very little income from interest due to the low interest rates it was resolved to transfer the funds from the savings account to the current account to allow easier access to our funds.  All in favour.


	888. 
	Any other business. 

(Note:  No decisions may lawfully be made under this item, but matters may be discussed which involve no more than an exchange of information.  Any matters requiring a decision must be deferred to the next meeting.)
	
	Councillor L Greenwold reported that only three allotment holders had expressed interest in forming an association and unfortunately this was not enough so she would write to these allotment holders thanking them and explaining there would not be an association at the present time.
The meeting closed to members of the public at 9.00pm



	889. 
	Part Two 

To resolve that in accordance with Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by reason of the confidential nature of the remainder of the business, the Public to be excluded further from the Meeting.
The outcome of the private discussion will be publicised in the minutes to this meeting.

To continue discussions relating to the draft agreement to be held between the Parish Council and the Eight Ash Green Football Club.
	
	Councillor R Brown explained that he had been unable to attend the meeting with Mr Cant and as Councillor D Franklin has sent his apologies this item would need to be deferred to the January agenda.


Meeting closed at 9.01pm







Signed:
_____________________







Dated:
_____________________

