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Minutes of the Eight Ash Green Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall at 7.30pm on Wednesday 9th February 2011

Present

	Councillor Chris Gray  

Chairman
	
	Councillor Andrew Cook 

Vice – Chairman

	Councillor Richard Brown 
	
	Councillor Derek Franklin 

	Councillor Ken Free 
	
	Councillor Michael Flynn 

	Councillor Will Ralph 
	
	Councillor Christine Willetts  

	  Len Broadhurst

 (Locum Clerk)
	
	 


Also present Borough Councillor Dennis Willetts, Borough Councillor Jill Tod and five members of the public.
	1. 
	To receive apologies and record absences.
	Apologies received from Councillor Liz Warren. 


	2. 
	To receive declarations of interest.
	Councillor Richard Brown declared a personal interest in agenda item 8.


	3. 
	To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 12th January 2011.
	Proposed  by Councillor Richard Brown. 
Seconded by Councillor Will Ralph. 
“That the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 12th January 2011 be confirmed as a true record.”
All in favour. 



	4. 
	To deal with matters arising from those minutes not dealt with elsewhere in the agenda.

	There were no matters arising not dealt with elsewhere in the agenda.


	5. 
	In accordance with the adopted code of conduct members of the public are invited to “Have your say!”  .

	No member of the Public wished to address the Parish Council.


	6. 
	To review the Action Tracker and the status of existing actions.  The Council will address the actions with red or amber status, as these are the actions requiring additional attention.  Any additional actions that have arisen since the last meeting that does not appear elsewhere on the agenda will also be discussed.
	Painting the ‘bus shelter awaiting weather Geoff Tye will deal with the painting.

Cricket Club lease can be removed.

Notice Boards Councillor Will Ralph will chase this up.


	7. 
	To receive updates regarding the proposed new play area within the village.   
	Clerk informed the Council that the solicitor has forwarded the documents to the Land Registry and is awaiting a reply.


	8. 
	To review the allotment rents. 
	Proposed  by Councillor Derek Franklin  
Seconded by Councillor Andrew Cook 

“That any future vacant plots be charged at £25 per annum.”

All in favour. 

 It was further resolved to look into erecting a deer proof fence in the future and that allotment holders be informed.

The increase in present plot holders rents was differed  to the March meeting
 

	9. 
	To receive an update on the future of the football hut on the Heath
	A report has been sent to the Football Association and a reply is awaited.
Clerk to check on what grants are available.
Parish Council will consider grant towards the Clubs shirts. 



	10. 
	To receive an update from the clerk applying for a licence with the Highways Department to cultivate the strip of land adjacent to Seven Star Green. 

	The Clerk informed the Council that a letter had been forward to the Highways Department and a reply was awaited.


	11. 
	To receive reports from Councillors.

11.1
Chairman’s Activities since the last meeting.

11.2
Planning – Appeal No APP/A1530/A/10/214399 & Application No   110146.

11.3 Heaths and Greens and Footpaths Committee 

11.4
Highways Committee 
	11.1 The Chairman reported that a broadband survey sheet had been sent out to every home.
The Website was still under review.
Mrs Liz Butch had enquired about setting up an Oil Syndicate.

Information for the digital change over was tabled.

11.2 Application No   110146. No objection to this application apart from those made previously.

11.3 The first part of the Village Walkabout took place on 29th January. A large number of points were raised by the Heaths, Greens and Footpaths Committee.
These will be incorporated in proposals for a revised grass cutting and hedge maintenance schedule once the Heath area has been walked.  The PC will then be invited to determine priorities in the light of their financial position.
11.4  The Highways Committee reported that as a result of the walkabout it was further brought to mind  the condition of the lay-by at Moat Cottage in   Turkeycock Lane and also the problem with the Seven Star Green ditches flooding the main Halsted Road.  


	12

 
	To receive reports from the County and Borough Councillors.

 
	Borough Councillor Dennis Willetts reported on the signage for the water mains project.

He had put in place the repairs to pot holes.

He expressed further concern about the Seven Star Green flooding.

Councillor Willetts informed the Parish Council that the Eight Ash Green Action Group were winding up and there would be £9,000 available at the Groups discretion.

The Chairman thanked Borough Councillor Dennis Willetts his report and Borough Councillor Jill Tod for attending.


	 12a
	To receive a schedule of items of interest for information.

	 A schedule of items of interest for information was tabled and noted by the Council.


	13
	To receive a report from the Community Police Team.
	No report available.


	14.
	To consider the Statement of Community Involvement.
	The Chairman drew Councillors attention to this item, which had been circulated.


	15.
	Clerks report to the Council.
	The Clerk reported that he had toured the Parish with the Highways Officer. A number of points were discussed which had been brought to his attention by Mr Tye. Including pot holes and rutting at the edge of some roads.


	16.
	To deal with accounts for payment and financial report.

  
	Resolved to confirm that the following accounts be authorised for payment:
Heron Print – Broadband Survey        £    55:00
Mr G. Tye  -Salary/Mileage                   £   125:60
L.. Broadhurst –Salary/Office/Stamps  £   360:37
Mrs. A. Harness – Maternity Salary     £   354:49
J.A. Everett – Grass cutting                £ 1,056:00        
Asher, Prior, Bates – Legal Fees       £    659:36
All in favour. 

 

	17.
	Any other business. 

(Note:  No decisions may lawfully be made under this item, but matters may be discussed which involve no more than an exchange of information.  Any matters requiring a decision must be deferred to the next meeting.)
	Mention of the rubbish on the triangle of grass in the vicinity of the Bungalow Stores was made.
Porter Lane Light has still been out for two years.


Meeting closed at 9.30pm
Signed ________________

                                                                               Dated    9th March 2011
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